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AI for Teaching Innovation

Partnership between the Edinburgh Futures Institute (EFI) and 
the Moray House School of Education and Sport.

Led by Sian Bayne and Javier Tejera

Supports course teams to build AI app prototypes

Phase 1 (24/25): 10 projects
Phase 2 (25/26): 8 projects

https://aiforteachinginnovation.efi.ed.ac.uk/
https://shorturl.at/AZ49A

https://aiforteachinginnovation.efi.ed.ac.uk/
https://shorturl.at/AZ49A%20%E2%80%8B


Overview

In this workshop, we will:
• Introduce the AI for teaching Innovation project

• Showcase the apps:
• Voices From The Past (History, Marc Di Tommasi)
• ClientConnectEd (Law, Hermione Hague)
• The Virtual Ward (Medicine, Simon Maxwell)
• EnviroForum (Chemistry, Valentina Erastova)

• Have a chance to try out one or two apps: 
https://aiforteachinginnovation.efi.ed.ac.uk/ 
https://shorturl.at/AZ49A

• Reflections and Q&A session

https://aiforteachinginnovation.efi.ed.ac.uk/
https://shorturl.at/AZ49A%20%E2%80%8B


VOICES FROM THE PAST
Marc Di Tommasi, History

Using the entire writing 
corpus of renowned 
historians to create 
virtual personas allowing 
students to engage in 
dynamic conversation with 
historians of the past.



Voices from the Past  - Overview

• AI-generated personas of selected ancient historians 
• Based on the entire published work
• Designed to simulate their rhetorical style and intellectual perspective
• Reflective tool to enhance critical thinking, explore authorial voices and intent
• Not a source of factual data neither a replacement for the original sources
 



Voices from the Past  - Rationale

Some students struggle with:
• Engaging with ancient texts, addressing the intentions of the authors, and linking cultural influences.

Learning aims:
• To see the authors as individuals
• Connect them with their times and culture
• Support engagement inside and outside of the classroom

Under tutor guidance – the limitations of LLM are clear helping future critical use of these tools in the future



ClientConnectEd
Hermione Hague, Law

AI to enhance the 
training of law students 
in professional skills 
and responsibility, 
particularly in the 
interviewing techniques 
required in legal 
practice



Problem Statement

Working with students, we identified that, as most have little to 
no prior experience in interviewing skills, there was a pressing 
need to develop an effective approach to equip students with 
competent interviewing skills before they engage with real 
clients through the Free Legal Advice Clinic.​



Our solution: 

Key elements:

• Written tool: allows for thinking time
• Self study to practise and reflect
• Opportunity to experiment with 

different techniques 
• Adjustable scenarios / personalities
• AI feedback just in time
• Integrated with teaching: Tutor in 

the loop 



Feedback:

Comments:
“It provides a good buffer before doing the actual client interview… The question limit I 
originally...thought was low, but...it helped me be concise and ask better open 
questions."

"Being able to retry and test out better approaches allows quickly to see improvement. 
The exercise as a learning tool takes away the stress whilst trying it out for the first 
time."



THE VIRTUAL WARD
Simon Maxwell, Internal Medicine

Using AI to generate 
realistic case scenarios 
that stimulate clinical 
decision-making by 
students, then provide 
appropriate, evidence-
based feedback.
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Wider applicability of the concept



ENVIROFORUM
Valentina Erastova, Nicholle Bell, Chemistry

Simulating interviews 
with stakeholders in 
environmental projects, 
eg land managers, 
government advisors, 
environmental protection 
officers and engineers 
working on critical 
issues such as nuclear 
waste management, 
peatland restoration and 
plastic recycling.



EnviroForum
where town Berry meets

Valentina Erastova & Nicholle Bell, School of Chemistry



What is the App designed for?

Environmental Chemistry Year 2

• 70 – 90 students

• 2nd semester

• Summative (1 lab equiv.)

• Small groups (~4-5 ppl)

• Each group researches a topic

• Students report by making an 

infographic + debate

Skill Development:

• Practice professional communication, 

often lacking in science courses

• Learn subject-specific vocabulary & 

interdisciplinary concepts

• Build real-time questioning skills, 

applying chemistry knowledge (e.g., 

water quality, air pollutants)

• Bonus: learn about possible careers 

post chem/ env. sci degree



• Interactive chat-bot app set in Berry, 

a fictional County Durham town.

• Students role-play as interviewers at 

a forum coffee break, engaging 30 AI 

stakeholders (e.g., scientists, 

engineers, farmers) on 6 projects:

• Peatland Restoration vs. Wind Farm

• Nuclear Waste Storage

• New Crop Farm

• Drinking Water Treatment

• Clean Air Zone & Electric Cars

• Car Manufacturing Factory

What is EnviroForum?



Please try now

https://aiforteachinginnovation.efi.ed.ac.uk/
https://shorturl.at/AZ49A

Laptop recommended: most applications 
are optimised for desktop and laptop 
devices.

If you want to try the apps presented 
today, please note that only "Voices from 
the Past" works on a mobile device.

Go to the following dashboard and click on the app names to access 
them with your uun@ed.ac.uk:

https://aiforteachinginnovation.efi.ed.ac.uk/
https://shorturl.at/AZ49A%20%E2%80%8B


Discussion and Q&A  



Reflections and what's next 

• Reflections:
o Involve students in development
o Safe space to practise
o Pilots positively received
o Acceptance that artificial
o Understanding AI feedback makes things up: critical thinking 

necessary

• What's next:  continuing development, research and further 
opportunities; exploring commercialisation



Thank you

Presenters:

• Marc Di Tommasi - marc.tommasi@ed.ac.uk
• Hermione Hague - hermione.hague@ed.ac.uk
• Simon Maxwell - s.maxwell@ed.ac.uk
• Valentina Erastova - valentina.erastova@ed.ac.uk 

Project:

• Javier Tejera - javier.tejera@ed.ac.uk
• Sian Bayne - sian.bayne@ed.ac.uk


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: AI for Teaching Innovation
	Slide 4: Overview
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Voices from the Past  - Overview
	Slide 7: Voices from the Past  - Rationale
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Problem Statement
	Slide 10: Our solution: 
	Slide 11: Feedback:
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Wider applicability of the concept
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: EnviroForum where town Berry meets
	Slide 20: What is the App designed for?
	Slide 21: What is EnviroForum?
	Slide 22: Please try now
	Slide 23: Discussion and Q&A  
	Slide 24: Reflections and what's next 
	Slide 25: Thank you

