
Languages
Beyond
University
A degree course in community outreach,
experiential and reflective learning

Challenges Conclusions

Introduction
2nd year 20-credit course based on the SLICC (Student Led
Individually Created Courses) framework.
Students design, develop and deliver a cultural project in local
schools.
They are allocated to a school mentor and attend 9 workshops
and peer-led feedback sessions at university.
Students present a poster of their school project and evidence
completion of five Learning Outcomes in a reflective e-portfolio:

Key Drivers

Improving collaboration across the educational sector

School pupils:
Near-peer model boosts positive attitudes towards language
learning 
Encourages uptake into senior phase

University students:
Agency: shifting from knowledge-centric learning to studentsat the
centre of experiential learning and co-creators of the curriculum
Reflection: Supporting literacy in learning and assessment
Employability: Greater integration of life skills
Underpins UoE Widening Participation Strategy
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Institution:

Police disclosures
External partners: expectation management
Students’ autonomy 
Working with different academic calendars
Sourcing suitable partners for languages outside the curriculum
Students: Navigating complexity of dual role as learner and teacher
Commitment, mid-course drop-out
Varying degree of school mentor support

Continuous school engagement beyond the course
Enhance graduate skills: self-confidence, communication, reflection
and acting on feedback
Number of WP students enrolled (2024-25 -36%. 2025-26 - 27%)
Increase in interest: doubled number of school partners but no data
yet on uptake into senior phase 
Promoting University as a real possibility for WP pupils 

Looking Forward
Flexibility and scalability of the course (use in the YA - Asian studies)
AI proof

Assessment

Student Voice: 
Acting on feedback
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Students:
Imogen Davies, s2679831@ed.ac.uk
Georga Beattie, s2526318@ed.ac.uk

LO1: analysis
LO2: application
LO3: skills
LO4: mindsets
LO5: evaluation
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