
ACTING IN THE ANTHROPOCENE
Creating spaces for critical student voice and hopeful action



Introducing Living in the 
Anthropocene

• Challenge course addressing climate 
and nature crises

• Taught across CSE
• Level 8, open to all UGT students.
• Pass/Fail assessment: group project 

and reflective blog



BUILDING A COURSE 
AROUND SKILLS TO 
EQUIP STUDENTS TO 
LIVE BETTER IN THE 
ANTHROPOCENE





MAKING SPACE FOR 
CRITICAL STUDENT 
VOICE AND 
HOPEFUL ACTION

Co-creation and making space for student voice:
Recognising the perspectives, passion, experience and 
expertise that the students bring to the course.

Reflective practice:
Making time and space for students to examine their 
individuality and l voice. Reflective practice supported 
students to examine their values, perspectives, 
experiences, learning… 

 
Hopeful action: 
Acknowledging eco-emotions and channeling feelings 
towards hopeful action. 



BUT HOW DID WE DO THIS…





CO-CREATION IN LECTURES
WINDOWS ON THE ANTHROPOCENE 





CO-CREATING 
GROUP CHARTERS 



CREATIVE OUTPUT



DESIGN BRIEF: 
introduction to action//research context//data context//design approach//group work

CREATIVE OUTPUT:



DESIGN THINKING AND HOPEFUL ACTION

Source: J. Knapp. (2016). Sprint: Hot to solve big problems and test 
new ideas in just five days. London: Penguin

Image: https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/

https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/our-work/skills-for-planet/


COURSE 
EXHIBTION:
CO-CREATION AND 
HOPEFUL ACTION









I  think  one  thing  this  course taught  me  about  is  the  importance  of, like,  talking  with  
people  from different  disciplines, especially  because,  like, from  our  tutorial  sessions, we  
were  encouraged  to  mingle  in groups  with  people  taking  different  classes. And  from  
there,  I  learned  about,  like, how  solving  one  thing can  take  different  approaches. Like,  
for  instance,  one  of our  problems  that  we  had  to solve  in  a  group  was, like,  how  to  
fight  against  sea  level  rise. And  one  of  our  plans  were  to, like,  relocate  the  citizens. So  
like,  some  of  my  groupmates  who  were  in more  technical  fields, they  were  thinking  
about,  Oh, how  can  we  like  repurpose the  houses  that  are  going  to  be  empty, while  
others  who  took,  like, more  humanity  classes, they  focused  more  on,  like, persuasive  
methods  on  how  to  persuade people  into  moving  out  of their  homes  because  of  the  
risk  of, like, their  homes  literally  sinking  in  the  water. 



I  enjoyed  working  in  a  creative  setting, and  I  think  I really  enjoyed  working  
creatively. I  think  it's  trying  really  new  stuff. So  I  wouldn't  say  I'm really  good  
at  math  or  science, but  I  think  and  now  I'm  in  the  tutorials, I've  tried  out  
how  to  do,  like, guesstimations  and  stuff, which  is  a  bit  challenging, but  I  think  
it's  fun  to  challenge myself  and  try  step  off  my  comfort  zone, try  something  
new,  learn  some  more  knowledge, and  probably  helpful  for  me in  my  further  
development. 



REFLECTIONS

Co-creation and making space for critical student voice:
• Activities in tutorials and practicals that invite students to share their experiences and expertise. 
• Scaffolded activities that involve practice and repetition to build habits and confidence.
• Important of ‘landing’ an activity.

Hopeful action:
• Importance of acknowledging and mobilising eco-emotions.
• Creating spaces where student are empowered to propose actions and recognise their role in shaping 

futures. 

Reflective practice: 
• Shifts focus to processes of learning that is honed to where an individual student is.  
• Value of regular prompts and structured reflection (What? So what? What next?) in building habits of 

reflection.
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